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NOMINATION OF RONALD ANDER-

SON WALTER TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE TENNESSEE VALLEY AU-
THORITY 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The assistant bill clerk reported the 
nomination of Ronald Anderson Wal-
ter, of Tennessee, to be a Member of 
the Board of Directors of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business for de-
bate only until 6 p.m., with the time 
equally divided in the usual form. 

The majority leader. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, what is the 

matter before the Senate? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ate is currently in a period of morning 
business for debate only. 

The majority leader. 

f 

CIA OVERSIGHT REPORT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, today for 
the first time the American people are 
going to learn the full truth about tor-
ture that took place under the CIA dur-
ing the Bush administration. I have 
served for 22 years with the chairman 
of the Intelligence Committee, DIANNE 
FEINSTEIN. She is dignified. She is very 
thorough in whatever she does. She is 
intelligent and she cares a great deal. 
She has proven herself to be the one of 
the most thoughtful and hard-working 
Members of this body. The people of 
California are, as well they should be, 
very proud of this good woman. 

I am appreciative of the work the 
Senate Intelligence Committee has 
done under her direction. We are here 
today because of her efforts. She has 
persevered, overcome obstacles that 
have been significant, to make this 
study available to the American peo-
ple. 

I am gratified for the work done by 
Democrats on the Intelligence Com-
mittee. We are here today, again I re-
peat, because of their efforts. We do 
not often mention, as certainly we 
should, the work of our staffs. I want 
to throw a big bouquet to the intel-
ligence staff. They have worked so 
hard. Under the direction of Senator 
FEINSTEIN, they have worked for 7 
years—7 years—working on this vitally 
important matter. It is a report that 
was not easy, but they did it. 

Here is what they did: Committee 
members and staff combed through 
more than 6 million pages—6 million 
pages—of documents to formulate the 
report. The full committee report is 
6,700 pages long—7 years, I repeat, in 
the making. 

The unclassified executive summary, 
which is going to be released today, is 
more than 500 pages. I want everyone 
to understand, the Select Committee 

on Intelligence, along with the House 
Committee on Intelligence, is the only 
group of people who provide oversight 
over our intelligence community. They 
actually have the ability to investigate 
what happened. No one else. Not the 
press, not Senators, nor the public, or 
outside organizations have the ability 
to investigate the CIA. But we did it. 
The implications of this report are pro-
found. Not only is torture wrong, but it 
does not work. For people today, we 
hear them coming from different places 
saying, It was great. It was terrific 
what we did. It has got us so much. 

It has got us nothing, except a bad 
name. Without this report, the Amer-
ican people would not know what actu-
ally took place under the CIA’s torture 
program. This critical report high-
lights the importance of Senate over-
sight and the role Congress must play 
in overseeing the executive branch of 
government. The only way our country 
can put this episode in the past is to 
come to terms with what happened and 
commit to ensuring it will never hap-
pen again. This is how we as Americans 
make our Nation stronger. When we re-
alize there is a problem, we seek the 
evidence; we study it; we learn from it. 
Then we set about to enact change. 
Americans must learn from our mis-
takes. We learned about the Pentagon 
papers. They were helpful to us as a 
country. The Iran contra affair. I was 
here when it went on. It was hard on 
us, but it was important that we did 
this. More recently, what happened in 
that prison in Iraq, Abu-Ghraib. 

We have three separate branches of 
government, the judicial, the execu-
tive, and the legislative branches of 
government. To me, this work done by 
the Intelligence Committee, of which 
the Presiding Officer is a member, cries 
out for our Constitution, three sepa-
rate, equal branches of government. 

We are here today to talk about the 
work done by the legislative branch of 
government. We can protect our na-
tional security as a country without 
resorting to methods like torture. 
They are contrary to the fundamental 
values of America. So I call upon the 
administration, the Intelligence Com-
mittee, and my colleagues in Congress 
to join me in that commitment, that 
what took place, the torture program, 
is not in keeping with our country. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California. 

f 

SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
INTELLIGENCE STUDY OF THE 
CIA’S DETENTION AND INTERRO-
GATION PROGRAM 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
want to thank the leader for his words 
and for his support. They are extraor-
dinarily welcome and appreciated. 

Today, a 500-page executive summary 
of the Senate Intelligence Committee’s 
51⁄2 year review of the CIA’s detention 
and interrogation program, which was 
conducted between 2002 and 2009, is 
being released publicly. The executive 

summary, which is going out today, is 
backed by a 6,700-page classified and 
unredacted report with 38,000 footnotes 
which can be released, if necessary, at 
a later time. 

The report released today examines 
the CIA’s secret overseas detention of 
at least 119 individuals and the use of 
coercive interrogation techniques, in 
some cases amounting to torture. 

Over the past couple of weeks, I have 
gone through a great deal of introspec-
tion about whether to delay the release 
of this report to a later time. This 
clearly is a period of turmoil and insta-
bility in many parts of the world. Un-
fortunately, that is going to continue 
for the foreseeable future whether or 
not this report is released. 

There are those who will seize upon 
the report and say ‘‘See what the 
Americans did,’’ and they will try to 
use it to justify evil actions or incite 
more violence. We can’t prevent that, 
but history will judge us by our com-
mitment to a just society governed by 
law and the willingness to face an ugly 
truth and say ‘‘never again.’’ 

There may never be the right time to 
release this report. The instability we 
see today will not be resolved in 
months or years. But this report is too 
important to shelve indefinitely. 

My determination to release it has 
also increased due to a campaign of 
mistaken statements and press articles 
launched against the report before any-
one has had the chance to read it. As a 
matter of fact, the report is just now, 
as I speak, being released. This is what 
it looks like. 

Senator CHAMBLISS asked me if we 
could have the minority report bound 
with the majority report. For this 
draft that is not possible. In the filed 
draft it will be bound together. But 
this is what the summary of the 6,000 
pages looks like. 

My words give me no pleasure. I am 
releasing this report because I know 
there are thousands of employees at 
the CIA who do not condone what I will 
speak about this morning and who 
work day and night, long hours, within 
the law, for America’s security in what 
is certainly a difficult world. My col-
leagues on the Intelligence Committee 
and I are proud of them, just as every-
one in this Chamber is, and we will al-
ways support them. 

In reviewing the study in the past 
few days, with the decision looming 
over the public release, I was struck by 
a quote found on page 126 of the execu-
tive summary. It cites a former CIA in-
spector general, John Helgerson, who 
in 2005 wrote the following to the then- 
Director of the CIA, which clearly 
states the situation with respect to 
this report years later as well: 

We have found that the Agency over the 
decades has continued to get itself in messes 
related to interrogation programs for one 
overriding reason: we do not document and 
learn from our experience—each generation 
of officers is left to improvise anew, with 
problematic results for our officers as indi-
viduals and for our Agency. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:10 Dec 10, 2014 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G09DE6.014 S09DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-29T08:30:58-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




